Papere presented.

have economical
State.

On motion by Jfr. Male, debate ad-
journed.

administration in this

House adjourned at 10.38 p.om.
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Thureday, 19th November, 1808.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair al
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Report
of the Commissioner of Palice for year
ended 30th June, 1908. 2, Report of
the Fremantle Harbour Trust Commis-
sioners for year ended 30th June, 1908.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION, LAND
AT WONGAN.

Hon. J. T. GLOWREY (South): I
desire to make a personal explanation
wiih regard te certain transactions be-
tween myself and the Lands Department.
Various reports have appeared in the
Press, more particulavly during the re-
cent elections, and a number of eandi-
dates for Parliament have advertised the
fact throughout the length and breadth
of Western Australia, that I had receiv-
ed certain information whieh I should
not have obtained. and in consequenee
secured land for myself and family on
the proposed route of a new railway.
Some explanation is due by me to mem-
bers, to my constituents, and to the
people generally. In the first place I
should like to say that I have three sons,
two daughters, and a wife, each of whom
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applied for 1.000 acres of land. This
land is fifty miles from the termination
of {the suggested railway. I do not know
whether the line is yet more than sug-
vested. Some of the land is fully 30
miles from the proposed terminus of the
Wongan railway, but the balanee of the
land adjoins the Midland Railway Com-
pany’s line. T should like to tell mem-
bers haw I came to secure the land. In
the first place it was on the information
of that well-known and highly respected

ventleman, kinown to most members,
Mr. Gooch, of Gingin, who advised

me to look out for some land. He knew
I wanted to fake nup land and advised
me to seek for it in the leeality where -
I subsequently took it up, and further
told me of a gentleman who knew the
eountry thoroughly. T secured the ser-
vices of that gentleman and took up
some land. That land was available for
anyone to lake up. As far as getting
any information from the Government
is concerned, I can safely say that to my
knowledge not one member of the
Government knew I intended even to ap-
ply for fhe land. Furthermore, as far
as I am aware, not one Government offi-
cial had any knowledge that I was going
to apply for land until the applications
were honded in at the c¢ounter. The
staiements have been denied. but there
arve some gentlemen who still persist in
sugeesting motives whieh are certainly
not very honouwrable.  Perhaps I made
a mistake when I applied for the land,
and that I should have taken certain
gentlemen into my confidence. I should
perhaps have consulted Mr. Walker, Mr.
Bath, or Mr. Troy, or some of the other
members of the Labour party and asked
their advice. Had I done this, possibly
T might not have been guilty of such a
serious offence. I was not aware that
I was doing anything wrong. As these
gentlemen did not think it worth while
to eonsult me when they were applying
for large areas I did not think there was
any need for me to consult them. I
should not have referred to this at all,
for it is a matter of very little coneern
to me, had I not thought some explana-
tion was due to members in view of the
faect that the statements have been made
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§0 persistently. A gentleman holding a
very responsible position, on a very re-
cent occasion, made a statement, aceord-
ing to Press reports, that T said in a
Government depariment that it was ne-
cessary to be ‘“in the know’’ in order to
secure land in the proper places. 1 give
that statement a most emphatic denial.
I am surprised indeed that Air. Bath
should make such a statement, consider-
ing the position he ceeupies, and I am
sure he has no proof of it. I challenge
him or any other member of his party
to prove that statement.

.QUESTION—ENGINE-DRIVERS® EX-
AMINATIONS.

Hon. T. }. BRIMAGE asked the Col-
onial Secretarv: 1, How many candi-
dates have passed lhe Engine-drivers’
Exawinations since the 1st of Janunary,
1904, in (a) 1st Class, (b) 2nd Class,
(¢} 3rd Class? 2, How many persons
have presented themselves for esamina-
tion during the same period in {a) 1st
Class, {b) 2nd Class, (¢) 3rd Class?

The COLONIAIL. SECRETARY re-
plied: 1, (a) 64, (b) 119, (¢) 279. 2,
(a) 218, (b) 270, (c) 300.

QUESTION—LAND SELECTION,
DOODLAKINE.

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD (for Hon,
G. Throssell) asked the Colonial Seere-
tary: 1, When is it expected that the
large area of land now being smrveyed
into sections in the Doodlakine distriet
will be available for selection? 2, In
view of the eager demand existing for

" the land, will the Government consider
the advisability of throwing open the
area in instnlments as completed and
so facilitate its earlier settlement? 3.
What is the acreage of the land now heing
surveved, and what is the approximate
area of the sections for selection?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1, When arrangements can be com-
pleted  with the pastoral lessees, who
now hold the major part of the land,
and are entitled to twelve months” notice
of resumption. Portions will be avail-
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able in January, 1909, and the balance
in June, 1909. 2, Yes. 3, About holf a
million acres, the areas of the blocks
rauge from five hundred acres to one
thousand aeres.

QUESTION—LAND SETTLEMENT,
TAMMIN.

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD (for Hon,
G. Throssell) . asked the Colonial Secre-
tary: 1, Is any information to band as
to the progress of the 50 settlers placed
on the land in the Tammin distriet? 2,
Would it not be well that regular month-
ly reports of the setilement be made
publi¢, and will steps he taken to se-
cure this being done?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1, Yes; satisfactory reports have
been received. 2, No, as it is not eon-
sidered that any advantage would ve-
sult.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Fourth Day—Conclusion.
Debate resnmed from the previous day.

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE (North-
East) : In addressing wyself to the House
I intend to be hrief, and consequently
will only touch on a few matiers concern-
ing the industries of the State, partieu-
larly the mining. I eongratulate the Gov-
ernment on getting back into power, and
T trust that, during the ecoming year, the
finances of the State will be put on a
sound basis. I cannot help feling a
certain amount of sympathy with one of
their members, Myr. Gregory. He is ons
of the hardest workers of the Ministry,
and I, with many mining men, regret that
he has been compelled to go back to his
constituency and fight again for his seat.
I trust that for the goed of the country
lie will be suceessful.

Hon. J. T. Glowrey: There is no doubt
about that.

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: 1 was
pleased te notice from the remarks of the
hion. Mr. Piesse and the lhon. M. Moss that
they feel the Government-should do as
much as they can for the mining industry.
Most of the ecastal members are becoming
eognisant of the fact that the mining in-
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dustey i3 the ome thing that will bring
wealth to it; and that quickly. No doubt
the farming industry is one of those stable
and sound ventures that will always be a
solid investment from the country’s stand-
point, but ir Western Ausiralin, from

the ining standpoini, this country
has not wet bad a fair chance.
It iz now stifled by offiicialdom.

If the mining laws were freer there would
be just as biy a move in mining as we
have had in the past. The taxes on the
industry ave altogether too high. 'T'he
rent of £1 per acre charred for unprodue-
ing nines is altogether too mueh, Cer-
tninly the present Minister for Mines
has brought in what they eall the pros-
pecting aven, whereby a man can get a
lease for 18 moanths for a registration fee
of T think 10s. But 1S months in the
mining world is a very short life. It
sometimes takes years to prepare a mine
to make it a good producer, and I think
some other method might be introduced
whereby nine owners might be accorded
an easetnent. For instance they might be
allowed to make a declaration on the
profits they have obtained and have their
rents reduced accordingly. In addition to
mining rents we have other taxes in the
way of Dboiler fees. We not only have
to pay these fees but sometimes have lo
put the boilers out of steam, and keep
them out for a week or ten days at the
convenience of the inspectors. Then there
are tremendous taxes in regard to exemp-
tion. Frequently a fortmight or three
weeks elapses hefore we know whether
we are going to get an exemption at all.
All these taxes are too high, and as I
say, the industry at the present time is
heing stifled. The expenses of the back
country from a Government standpoint
are also too high. I do not know why
they require so many wardens, One north
of Kalgoorlie would be quite sufficient if
the registrar were given greater powers
for the granting of exemptions instend of
having to hear these applications in open
court as at present. It is not necessary.
and I think the registrar conld easily eol-
lect snfficient evidence as to the necessity
for the exemption. T regret te sav that
ndrth of Kalgoorie the mining industry
is not looking too bright. I canvot speak
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su glowingly of the northern areas as
Mr. Kirwan has done of Kalgooriie. Kal-
goorlie's stability is recognised.  The
mines there will last for an inecaleulable
number of years. They have rich gold
at the 2,200 feet level at the Boulder, and
there is no reason why that geld should not
go down to unworkable depths. The
Mining Aet of this country is altogether
too bulky and too hard to understand for
the small man to work under. The time
Lhas come when an altogether new Bill
should be introduced in respeet to the
mining industry. The Act we have in
vogue baz beenr drafted mainly for the
working of our larger mines, and with the
exception of fhese few clauses dealing
with prospecting areas the wlhole of the
Act iz T think devoted to the guidance and
control of large mines. Certainly the
prospector has not the advantages he
should have, and I think if a prospectors’
Bill were introduced it would assist con-
siderably the further development of the
mining areas. For instance, we have the
case of engine-drivers. At the present
time, I do nut know whether this House
is aware of it, but the laws of this eoun-
try prohibit engineers from driving en-
gines, even when they do not have a bear-
ing on human life. I am not going to say
that if any man certificated by the Board
of Trade, for instance, comes into this
country and wants te drive an engine
he eannot do so. But anybody who has
a knowledge of engineering, and who has
served an apprenticeship, should, I think
be given the right to drive an engine.
Prospecting leases are seldom worked be-
low the 300 feet level, and I know of very
few shafts east of Kalgoorlie below that
level. Still, if it be necessary to drive a
small engine on any of these plants only
a first class certificated man is allowed to
do so. Such a man demands and receives
15s. 9d. per shift of eight hours. If the
prospector happens fo have one of those
ordinary winches used on hoard steam
boats for bauling eargo, and if his ore is
only lifted from 150 to 200 feet he is re-
quired to employ a first-class driver. I
think it is altogether {oo heavy a tax on
the prospector. I am in hopes that with
the passing of a prospectors’ Bill certain
classes of machinery will be allowed to
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be driven by a lower class of driver than
at present. 1 also think that the method
of obtaining certificates for drivers puts
them altogether heyond the reach of
ordinary engineers. I asked for a return
to he supplied me to-day, and was
answered by the Colonial Secretary. It
seems to me that something like 50 per
cent. of (he applications for engine-
drivers’ certificates arve rejected. I hap-
pen to kuoow three or four disappointed
appliecants. They are competent drivers
but nevertheless they were incapable of
answering mathematieal questions put to
them. I think, and I have heard some
very highly competent engineers say, that
the answering of mathematieal questions
from an engineer’s standpoint is ahso-
lutely unnecessary; and I am of opinion
that if the applicants were told to go and
handle an engine in the presence of the
examners and then were questioned ns to
what that engine could do such an examin-
alion would be quite sufficient without
asking an applicant to rve-educate him-
self for engine-driving. For once he has
passed a certain standard he never again
requires that mathematical knowledge for
the purpose of driving engines. I regret
to notice thal our Arbitration Court has
not been the suceess we thought it would
be, and I think that for a small country
like this the expensive Arbitration Court
should be done away with and veplaced
hy the svstem they have in Queensland,
that of the wages board. It furnishes
mueh simpler machinery for the handling
of men, for the regulating of the amount
of wages for each particular distriet.
The area woverned by the Arbitration
Court sitting ot Leonora takes in the whole
of the country up to Wiluna and Erlistoun
and Buriville, whereas a wages board—

The Colonial Seerelary: You can make
a district under the Arbitration Act any-
thing vou like.

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: Well, sup-
posing vou do. To fix those wages for
three years we have a Judge of the Sn-
preme Court and all his retinue going up
by special train at a tremendouns cost to
the State, a cost which has to be borne
by the mining industry. I think it might
be done altogether much cheaper than at
the present titve. A wages board would
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be a simpler method for dealing with the
question,
Hon. J. W. Kirwen: How wounld a

wages board be constituted?

Hon. T. F, 0. BRIMAGE: In Queens-
land by fwo members of the employers
and two members of the employees, pre-
gsided over by a magistrate.

The Colonial Secretary: That is five.
How would that be cheaper than three?

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: These
people are all local people. y

Hon., F. Connor:
pointed?

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: By the
Government. At the present time we
have a Judge and his associate, and, as
I sav, a whole rvetinue to ecarry up to
Leonora. The Electoral Act has heen
touched upon by hLon. members, and I
regret to notice that elections should have
been held at the present time. I think
we might alter that Aect so that when a
dissolution of Parliament takes place in
Seplember the Government, if still in
power, might earry on until Mareh in
the following vear, =0 as to fix our elee-
tions in the one month instead of when
the three years’ limit expires. Certainly
a lot of money would have been saved
this yvear and Parliament would have heen
ahle to start work in June, work until De-
cember, and go to the country in Mareh.
I do not think the principle of three
years Parliament would be violated, be-
cause after all the work we are doing
now is very small; we will, I am told,
pass the Istimates and provogune until
June.

Hon. G, Randell: How would you pro-
vide for an extraordinary dissolution of
Parliament?

Hon. T. . 0. BRIMAGE: That is
what I say; in the case of extraordinary
dissolutions the Parliament appointed
for three vears, if the time expired in
December, wonld still earry on till March.

The Colonial Secretary: Eveén if the
Government had heen defeated?

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: I take it
the Government has heen appointed. I
do not quite understand what the hon,
member refers to. Nearly every time
the debate on the Address-in-Reply comes

Haw are they ap-



Addresa-in- Reply :

romrd I notice one member or another
attacks the water scheme; it seems to
me ts be a real good old buffer for some-
one to have a growl at when money is
tight. The water scheme, although show-
mg a deticit  of about £96,000 per an-
num, was really construeted for the Rail-
way Depzrtment; in faet the originator
of that scheme Sir John Forrest himself
says that he conld not have worked those
railways withoul the water scheme. And
I maintain that the profit we get from
the Eastern Railway could be easily
credited io the water scheme to balance
the suwall defieit; because if we had not
that water scheme to-day the cost to the
country for waler would be somewhere
in ihe vicinity of £80,000 or £90,000. 1t
is actually a taet that the water consumed
by the railwavs cost that much before we
gol the water scheme. I think the scheme
could be very well taken over by the Rail-
way Departinent. Just imagine that popu-
lation of 40,000 people living as they are
up there on that water sebeme, developing
the natural vesources of that country.
The raintall is very low, somewhere about
seven or eight inches, and if they all had
to use the fresh water from the dams up
there, there is no doubt the cost of water
for running that railway would be well to-
wards the amount of the deficit on the
water scheme. I am sorry Mr. Piesse
and Mr. Hamersley are not here. because
many of the country members, especially
those two gentlemen overlook that faet.
They seem to think the deficit on the
water schemne is a matter of soreness with
the goldfields people. Tt is not so. Were
it not for the water scheme we would not
get the profits we do out of the railways,
I hope memhers will realise that. If is a
sore point with some of the goldiields
members, especially myself, becanse
nearly every session someone has to have
a whack at the unfortunate water scheme.
T think the water scheme has been the
eanse of a grood deal of prosperity up
there. and a good deal of the revenue of
the State is due to it. T have nothing
further to remark beyond congratnlating
my country friends on the tremendous
prosperity what seems to be apparent in
the farming distriets. I trust that pros-
perity will go on, and I can assure eoun-
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try members that at any time when Bills
for the assistance of the farming industry
come hefore the House, I shall be pleased
to support them. Like Mr. Piesse and
Mr. gz [ {rust that the mining industry
will look up well so that ihe farming
distriets will get the markets they require
for their produce. One matter was tou-
ched on by Mr. Piesse, that of fruit. I
think the Railway Deparfment might de
something n the way of carrviage of
fruit to the goldfields. Mr. Piesse tells
me that a good deal of his froit rots on
the ground. 1 ean assure him that a good
many people on the fields would be glad
to zet hold of even windfalls, for Ffruit
is very expensive. I think the KRailway
Department is a good deal to blame, for
easy earriage could be made for returned
empty cases, for instance, and there are
other methods that could be adopted, so
that the farmer could get bis produce
to the fields, and it would be a good thing
for him as well as for the consumer. In

. eonclusion I trust the Government will

look well rowards the finances of the
State, because it scems to me, especially
from the figures we heard last night from
Mr. irwan, that there is a serious omt-
look. Tf we can possibly do so, we want
to avoid the Black Thursday of Vietoria,
when nearly one-half of the civil ser-
vants were discharged on account of the
dull times. Tt would be better to look
ahead and try and arrange the depari-
ments, so as to eope with present require-
ments. In the machinery department
there is no doubt a tremendous amount
of extravagance. The correspondence
that is dealt with there is too great. It
seemis to me that the gentleman at the
head of that department in his report is
really defending his existence. Nof only
that department, but there are many other
depariments that counld be worked cheaper
without any loss to the Btate. I notice
in the report of the Public Service Com-
missioner that it is intended Lo place
this department under’ the State Mining
Engineer. That is the proper place for
it. We do not want a head to every little
department of the State. The State
Mining Engineer who is an engineer,
while Mr. Matthews, I mnderstand, is
not, could control that department, and
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do it as well as it is being done at the
present time.

Hon, R. W. PENNEFATHER
{North) : The speech whieh was delivered
in moving the motion before the Chair,
made by my learned and honounrable
friend Mr. Moss, was clear, lucid, and
concise; but while I express these attri-
hutes in reference to lis speech, I regret
to say that 1 am totally at variance with
the tone which underlies it. No doubt we
have to look carvefully to the finanecial
stage at which this ecountry is at pre-
sent, and more particularly on the eon-
dition that we will be in after the year
1910.  While we have these diffienlties
which we must acknowledge exist, and
while they inay continue perhaps for some
lime, still we must recollect that this large
State, oceupying as it does one-third of
the Australian eontinent, conveying as it
does the pleasing intelligence thal within
its terrifory it embraces as muech, and
twice as muel, agricultural land as that
which i1s avallable in any of the other
States; conseious of the faet that our
timber resources are not to be egualled
in any of the other States, and in the
variety of eclimate whiech extends from
Albany in the South to Wyndham in the
North, with industries as varied as that
climate, I think it is deplorable in a
State like this, with large and boundless
prospects of prosperity hefore it, we
should have a gentleman, I may say
“eroaking” about the manifold misfor-
tunes that are shortly to overtake us.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: We are going
to the bad at the rate of £35,000 a month.

Hon. R. W. PENNEFATHER: 1If
we are going, as the hon. member says,
to the had at the rate of £35,000 a month,
and as he stated last night in his speech
which I took notice of that Federation
has not produced if, that Federation only
produced a very short shrinkage in our
finances, he forgot in that speech, which
the hon. gentleman put with great foree,
and if he will allo¥ me to say with great
ability, he forgot to point out what the
State snffered from, is not the miserable
shrinkage in revenue, but what the State
suffered from, stagzered under is what we
have” had sinece Federation, being the
denial of the large revenues which we

[COUNCIL.]

Fourth day.

received befure through the Customs. That
1s what has been gradually erippling the
eountry, and to Federation mainly is in-
debied the bringing about of the present
state of affairs. That is what is crip-
pling us. As Mr. Randell pointed out we
were anxions before Federation, . and
what we were expecting to see realised,
was that our seeondary industries were
fairly well established. Before that per-
iod arrived unfortunately we had parted
with all that protection we then re-
ceived, and at the present time the
State is but the dumping ground of
the secondary industries manufactured
in the Eastern States. My sympathies
are with the Governmenl, and we should
do all we can to lighien their labours
and stimulate them with sound adviee
as the right course fo pursue. My
friend Mr. Moss referred to the Braddon
Clause, he designated it the Braddon
Blot, and I am always very sorry to
hear that phrase used, because, indeed,
if there is one clause in that constitution
which has been the safeguard, the sav-
iour practically of this young State, it
has been that Braddon Clause, without
which I do not know what we shounld
have done. T am scrry whenever I hear
it designated as the Braddon Blot, Many
years after we have passed away, that so-
called Braddon Blot will reamin to the
credit of Sir Edward Braddon the orig-
inator of it when assisting to frame the
constitution of the Commonwealth. May
T say a few words with reference to a
subject which has heen referred to in
this debate, partienlarly by Mr. Moss.
He has formed a very strong opinion,
which apparently is unalterable, that one
measure on the statute book should
never have been passed. He refers to
the Arbitration Act. I admit that that
Act like many others that are on our
statute bhooks has not fulfiled the ex-
pectation of its sponsors, but it is only
human in that respeet. There is neo
measure that has ever been passed that
has completely and adequately filled the
expectations of those who took the course
of piloting it through the Legislature
and seeing it placed on the statute hook.
There is scarcely one. But in reference
to the subject with which that legislation
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was to deal, this country and every coun-
iry that has {ackled it has had oceasion
to deal with it in as gingerly a manner
as possible.  As I have peinted ont upon
the floor of the House it attempts an ex-
cellent thing, it atcempts to settle those
disputes that so very frequently oecur
between the employer and the worker,
in a rational way. The former method
{hat was used and is being used even np
to the present was by strikes. Having
paid some attention to this subject 1
lave long ago come to the conclusion
that the method of settling disputes by
strikes  or lockouts is a  barbarous
method, and if we have not suceeeded in
making the Arvbitration Act as perfect
as it should be made, that is no reason
why we shonld seek to repeal it. It has
done some good, a great deal of good. It
has settled many disputes, but the gentle-
man who attacked it, simply looked at
it frora the view that it did not come up
to all expeetations. I eontend where a
measure of that character, although it
has not adequately fulfilled all that was
expected of it, does some good and en-
deavours to prevent what otherwise
would oceur, a large measure of misery
to the unfortunate workers on the one
hand, and a large measure of annoyance
and loss to (he employers on the other
hand, who ought to take every reason-
able measmre to try and ameliorate the
conditions of soeiety; when we tackle such
a question, we ought not to be dismayed
by the fact that we have not sncceeded
a5 we expecte’ when the measure was
bronght forward, when we commeneced
that legislation. It may be said that
wages boards might take the place of
the Arbitration Conrt, they may answer
to a eertain extent.

The Colonial Seeretary: If one will not
answer the other will not.

Hon. R. W. PEXNEFATHER: Wages
boards may be suggested as a subsidiary
measure to carry out the procedure in
#ome communifies. but where we have
to deal with large indusiries involving
large amounts of capital and where the
workers are in great numbers, T repeat
again, thal arbitration is fthe proper
procedure and it is only a matter of
time before it is made eomplete. In
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time the worker will become educated
to obtaining its advantages, as the
emplover has not to have lock ouis.
Tt is for the advantage of both sides
that some peaceful method should be
prescribed by which strikes may cease.
It is rrue thar our finances are not in
that condition we would like them to be,
but while that is so I would like fo re-
mind the Government, and I do not
think they need any advice from myself
or any other lion. memher—probably
alrendy the thoughi has struck them,
because I see by what the Premier stated
the other dav he intends at an early
dare to take advantage of the money
market in London. To-day in Londen
I am informed money is cheaper than it
has heen for many wears. That being so,
and as we need money in this State to
develop our resources, I think the Gorv-
ernment would aet wisely in taking ad-
vantage of the present state of the mar-
ket 1o London and obtain some of these
moneys that have been spoken of as be-
ing cheap and plentiful. We wanti the
introduetion of capital. It is our mis-
fortune that ii is not flowing in as fast
as we would wish, so that it might be
properly invested and utilised. With
our broad territory and illimitable re-
sources we want only capital, because
directly vou bring capital, pupulation
will follow, and if it does not, it would
be a wise policy fo devete a considerable
sum of monaey to bringing out from the
old eountry the right class of people to
take up and eunlfivate our lands. Every
man who is brought into this territory
means a certain revenue, and although
for the time being we lose the money
paid for his passage, he becomes an earn-
ing factor and helps to bring about that
prosperity which we all desire. I am
sorry Mr. Piesse is not here, because I
wonld like to say that he was misander-
stood by Mr. Clarke who twitted him
with advoeaiing the repudiation of cur
loans. That was a complete misconcep-
tion of what he said. The hon. mem-
her perhaps did not speak as eclearly
as he might have done, but what he
certainly intended was that his adve-
cacy was that in regard to future loans
we should dissociate the sinking fund
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from them. His vreference to the
loans already rvaised—Mr, Piesse is a
fair and reasonable man—was not that
there should be any repudiation of the
eonditions under which they were ob-
tained. In furtherance of some of the
remarks he made I quite agree with him
that every assistance should he given to
selectors—those men who pioneer the
wilderness for the first few years. They
go out and meet many diffieulties and
very often they have very little money,
and what they have they want to make
go as far as possible. It wonld be a
wise povision if the Govenment hy legis-
lative measures relensed them from the
payment of vents for {he first three vears
after taking up the land, provided of
course that in that time they were im-
proving their properties. All improve-
ments effected are a guarantee to the
Govermment that the rent will be paid.
After all the rent is a seeondary consid-
eration. The great consideration is to
get the land taken up, to get this howl-
ing wilderness converted inte a smiling
and pleasing country where we ean see
industries thriving. I wonld like to
toueh upon a subject which I hope the
Colonial Seeretary will make a note of.
We have suffered here hecause of the
absence of a measure which should have
been brought down long before. I vefer
to a measnre to consolidate our statute
laws. At the present time our statute
law is in a most deplorable condition.
Many of our Aects are simply re-enact-
ments of English statutes that are not
in our own volomes, and when yon want
to refer to them you must go to the Su-
preme Court library. I doubt whether
there is a complete copy of the English
stafutes anywhere else. The result is
that youn have to pay a large snm or go
to the ineonvenience of finding out the
state of the law when you are referred
by loeal Acts to such and such an Act
passed in the reign of so and so. Thaf
is not the way to deal with the laws of
the eountry. A man whose interests and
whose very liberty depends upon the
statute law of the country should have
put before him in an accessible manner
the statnte law of the country, so that
he can refer to it straight away., It is
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only a queslion for the Government to
ask the Solicitor General to undertake
this duty. It would be a laborious task
and would take a couple of years.

Hon. G. Randell: 1t will cost a couple
of thousand pounds,

Hon. R. W. PENNEFATHER: Even
if it did cost o couple of thonsand pounds
it would he money well spent. 1In all
the other States they do not attempt
to adopt Acis of Parliament in that
fashion. They keep the whole thing in
their local statutes. But here by simply
a few words we have adopted this stat-
ute and we are told it is a George IIT.
or  somehody else.  So I think if
it does involve the expenditure of £2,000
the monev will be very well and wisely
spent. The Government will undoubted-
ly he pressed to undertake sueh a task.
1 would like to take this opportunity of
conqratulating the Government, and in
particular the Colonial Secretary, for
doing an aet whieh I think will redound
to the ervedit of the country. I had
oecasion when in the North-West some
little time hack to hear from eye-wit-
nesses of fearfs! cruelties that were
being practised on turtles at the Lace-
pede Islands. For ages these islands
have been the breeding grounds of
turtles and it is an unfortunate thing for
the turtles that at this time when they
perpetnate their speetes it shonld be also
the period when the pearling boats lay
ap. Many of the Malay erews make it
a praetice of resorting to these islands,
not only living on the turtles but what
is most diabolically eruel, disemhbowelling
the turtle, taking ouf its eggs and let-
ting the poor creature go about in that
manner. ‘This i1s praetised to such an
extent that I am ecredibly informed you
cannot approach within half a mile of
the foreshore. so great ix the stench from
the decaying turtles. I am glad to see
that the Colonial Secrctary has taken
that matter up and he has to my mind
adopted a remedy that will be most
effective. Insiruetions have been given
that the police shall be provided with a

_cutter and that they shall police the

islands during the lay-up season. I con-
gratulate the Colonial Seeretary upon
bringing that state of things about.
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There is atso another inatter that I would
like to refer to. The subject is one that
we do nol eare very much to speak about
but there is a lot behind it and I think
the Government have done a wise thing
in undertaking it, thai is establishing
quarantine where (iseased aborigines
can be treated. 1t is iinpossible to treat
them effectively on the mainland. You
would have to gaol them (but there is
no authority to do that for eertain dis-
eases) and the result wourld be that be-
fore they were cured they would go
back again i their haunts and spread
the disease further. The Government
have selected two islands. a sufficient
distance from the mainland, and there
the natives remain until they are cured.
It is a very wise thing for the abor-
igines and a very wise thing generally.

Hon. J. W. Hackett: After they are
cured, what happens?

Hon. R. W. PENNEFATHER: They
are sent back to their country.

Hon, J. W. Huckett : They go back
to the places they came from and gei
the disease ngain: that is what happens.

Hon. R. W. PENNEFATHER.: The
aborigines are cured before they are re-
leased from the island. T know a good
deal about the subject, but T would like
to know what suggestion the hon. member
would make. Would he lock them up in
other parts of the country where they
would become a prey to the other natives?

Hon, J. W. Hackett: 1 was expecting
a suggestion from you.

Hon. R. W. PENNEFATHER: T
was saying that the Government have
taken a wise step to prevent the spread
of the disease.

Hon, J. . Hackett: That i all right,
but it is only half-way.

The Colonial Secretury: What would
you do?

Hon. JJ. . Hackett: You will have to
find out what to do.

Hon. R. W. PENNEFATHER : On
the same principle supposing it were
white men who were being treated. A
white man of course voluntarily subjects
himself to medical treatment and is
cured. Would you then prevent him
visiting the town where he got the dis-
ease? Would you keep him in gaol or
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wonld you expatriate him to some other
place? Why should the natives he
treated any differently from the white
men, I would like also to draw attention
to another subjeet whieh I do not think
has been referred to by any hon. member
so far, that is the question of immigra-
tion. I think every man who wishes this
State well must acknowledge the fact
that any means by which we can stimu-
late a healthy flow of hmmigration into
this eountry should be supporied, hut in
order to do that effectively I can quite
see that one of the first conditions to he
observed is (o obtain 1he services of the
agents or clerks employed in the Agent
General’s office. In this econnechon we
want to have men who have got a prac-
tical knowledge of ihis eountry. I should
begin in the offiee of the Agent General
and I (hink if the Government wisely
laid down a rule that every five years the
members of that staff might be relieved
in favour of a subsequent number of
people who came fresh from Western
Australia it would be an inducement
here to many publie servants to
distinguish  themselves so that they
might be selected as necessary and
efficient officers for that class of duty.
Some of the officials in that office have
been there for a number of years, and
many have never seen Australia. I
think that even from the messenger up-
wards the officers of that office should be
picked from the vouths of this country
and sent Home. People chosen in the
old country for the Agent General’s
office have not that enthusiasm that young
men would have from this country, and
cannot have the same amount of pride
in the eountry, and ecannot put into the
immigration work the same amount of
energy which could be put in by youths
sent Home from the State. If we fol-
lowed out this policy I have suggested,
we might stimulate the bringing about of
a healthy flow of immigrants to the
State. In fact, in the appointment of
the Agent General himself we follow a
most invariable practice. There is a
most undeviating rule that the term of
office of no Agent General has ever been
renewed. Why? Because it is recognised
that three years is a long enough period
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for any man to oceupy the position and
do what is expected of him. And then
we bring into the position a man fresh
from the State. a man with new ideas
and with more up-to-date knowledge of
the State than the man who has been
sojourning in London for three years.
T would like to make a few remarks on
the development of tropical industries,
a subject upon whiech I have touched
several times in this House. The Pre-
mier has nwow given me the assurance
that after this present session of Par-
lhament ke hopes to be in a position to
go up fto the North with some of the
Ministers and view this part of the coun-
try with which so many people arve not
acquainted. There is nothing like per-
sonal inspeetion to educate one as to its
possibilities, and I hope that the mis-
sion proposed by the Premier will do good
to that part of the State and improve
the eduecation of many members who
have not had the opportunity of seeing
the immense resources that are lying ne-
glected in the North. I am a little dif-
fident about making a few observations
on another subjeet that has been ineci-
dentally referred to by two or three
members of this Chamber. Some mem-
bers have been good enough to disasso-
eiate the members of the Royal Commis-
sion from the observations thev have
made, but I eannot understand how a
man can disassociate an  observation
which has for its objeet the belittlement
of the subject of the undertaking from
those who are associated with the under-
taking. I, with others, have Dbeen ap-
pointed to make inquiries on what is
known as the Meat Commission. We
have been set a big task. In the langu-
age of the Commission we received we
have to cover this ground—te inquire
inte and report upon:—

‘1. The available supplies of meat
on stations and farms in the State of
Western Australia.’’

That in itself is a very large subject to
deal with. -

2. Facilities for transport to mar-
ket in the metropolitan and goldfields
areas, and the other more closely
peopled centres of the State. 3. The
facilities now available for slauzhter-
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ing, eold storage. tinning. and other
freatment, and for the sale of meat at
the principal centres. 4. The means
emploved in connection with the dis-
tribution of meat by the retail {rades-
men. 3. The methods ewmployed in
the other States of the Commonwealth
with fhe view to the adaptability of
these methods to the conditions exist-
ing in this State if found satisfactory.
6. The alleged refusal of the whole-
sale sellers to supply certain refail
sellers alleged to have sold under fixed
prices. 7. And genevally into mat-
ters, which being adopted, may vena-
sonably be expected to lead to a re-
duction in the price of meat to the
cousumer.’’

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Can you give any
tdea when the repovt will he available?

Hon. R. W. PENNEFATHER: At an
early date.

Hom. J. W, Kirwan: Is there nothing
more definite than that?

Hon, R. W. PENNEFATHER: The
evidence is about being completed, but I
am not going io be drawn by the obser-
vations of hon. members into making
any comment at this siage of the in-
quiry on the evidence
would be unbecoming of me to do so. It
would be a gross breach of the duty
which every Royal Commission must ob-
serve towards the hand that gives it the
seal to do the work. The report must,
of course, be presented to His Excellency
the Governor in the first instance.

Hon. J. 7. Kirwan: Shall we have the
report in a month?

Hon. R. W, PENNEFATHER: I am
not going to pledge myself to the hon.
member to say any time. Bat all T will
say is that it seems to be an unfailing

" general characteristic of all demoecratic

assemblies that whenever a man is fav-
oured with oceupying a position above
his fellows he is immediately singled
out and made the scapegoat by those
perhaps who think that they are hurt
becanse there are not enough positions to
go all round. I was surprised to hear
Mr. Kingsmill vefer in a very slighting
wayv o the object of this Commission.
I expected from him, as an old Parlia-

received. Ti -
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mentarian, at least that knowledge of
courtesy in debate and that courtesy of
treatment expecied from one member to
another, to know that this ar Jeast is not
the proper time to make any caustic re-
marks on the report of the Commission.
The proper time will be when the report
is placed on the Table after presentation
io His Excellency. 1 think it extremely
bad taste on the hon. member’s part, but
I am sorry that he is not in his place at
present in hear my rvemarks. As regards
Mr. McLaty's remarks, they do not
trouble me much. Mr. MeLarty is like
many other wifnesses who once they have
given their evidence consider the thing
might as well shut up, there is no need
to go any further. They seem to be en-
dowed with the belief that because the
Conmnission attempted to call other evi-
dence differing diametrically -from the
evidence they have given, ihe time is
wasted and money is being wasied. How-
ever, fearless and independent, the mem-
bers of the Commission, to which T have
the honour to belong, will do their duty.

Hon. R. D. McKENZIE (North-East) :
Following on the precedent of many
members who have spoken in this debate
to-day, I wust also add my congratu-
lations to the Government on having sur-
vived the general elections, and on having,
acenrding to the Speech, come back fo
Parliament with a majority that is quite
wequal to earrying out their policy. At
the same time I think it would have been
more satisfactory had the voice of thbe
country been more decided on securing
for the Staile a larger majority, thereby
enabling us to have more stable Govern-
ment. To my mind the fate of the Gov-
ernment to a large extent depends on the
election to bhe held to-morrow. Should
that election go against the Government,
the majority they have in another place
will be 50 small and contragted that T fear
the Government will not be able to carry
out that progressive poliex they have ini-
tialed and have been carryving ount for
the past two years. While on this ques-
tton T wanld like to add a tribute io the
respeet in which T hold the Minister for
Mines, T am associating almost every
day of myv life with some of the leading
mining people in Western Australia, and
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during the time Mr. Gregory has been
Minister for Mines I may safely say I
bhave not heard ome responsible mining
man in Kalgoorlie or in the districts to
the north of Kalgoorlie say one word
against bis administvation of the Mines
Department. As a matter of fact, from
my own knowledge and experience in
iravelling through the mining portions of
this State, I know that dr. Gregory is
held in the highest esteem by all those
who have the interesls of the mining in-
dustry in  Western Ausralia at heart.
Therefere 1 think it is excusable for me

4o wish that at ihe election to be held to-

morrow Mr. Gregory will be successful,
and thar he will be able to sappert the
present Government in carying out their
poliey. As Parliament has been called
together, perhaps necesarily so, Jate in the
vear, ant as it has hecome the custom
for both Houses to prorogne before the
Christmas holidays, very little time is left
for earrying out any extensive poliey
thiz session ; therefore the Speech has
little to say on measures that are to be
hronght before the House. At this late
stage of the debate I do not intend to
take up the time of the House to any
oreat extent, but I have a few observa-
tions io make that may be pertinent to
the material in the Governor’s Speech. I
lisiened yesterday with a creat deal »f
interest v a speech made hy one of my
colleagues from the goldfields on the
financial position of the State, and T am
sure the thanks of the House are due to
that member for the able manner in
which he handied the fizures at his dis-
posal through the various finaneial stafe-
ments. At the same time T mav tell Mr.
Kirwan that the same ground has been
gone over m this Chamber before. I
have lively reeollections of not very long
ago, when the present Leader of the
House, then sitting in another pait of the
Chamber, attacked the Govermment on
the very questions on which Mr. Kirwan
was &0 explicif yesterday., Most of the
departments mentioned by Mr. Kirwan
as being extravagantly administered were
also attacked by the preseni Leader
of the House, and I think he was sup-
poried by a goud many members sitiing
ai that time.
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The Colowial Seeretary: Things were
much worse then.

Hun. 4. W. Kirwan: The need
econemy has inereased since then,

Hon. R. D. MelKENZIE: I fully anti-
cipate that when the Colonial Secretary
is replying to the debate he will be on
his defence and will be justifying expendi-
ture in the various departments. One ad-
mils to-day that there is more need for
more rigid economy than there was two
or three years ago. We must compliment
the Government cn having effected a cer-
tain amount of economy. One great de-
partment that shows up above the others
is the Raitway Departient, and in looking
round for some reason as to why the Rail-
way Department should be able te ceono-
mise fo so laree an extent when the other
departments have not heen able to follow
suit, oue can only come to the conclusion
that it is because the Railway Department,
although it has a Ministerial 'head, is
practically under the divection of a
Commissioner of Railways, and the
Minister chnnot interfere with the Com-
missioner to the same extent that mini-
sters can interfere in most of the other
departments of the State, T think that
reason will provide a solution why the
Railway Department can effect such very
large economies while other departments
have apparently not been able to follow
suit. I learn that various economies are
being excreised in other depariments by
the Government, and I think that if
fhe Clovernment have the assistance of
members of Dboth Honses of Parliament
- by the end of the next two years
when the Braddon Clause will have
expired, in all probability the Government
will have heen able to squarve the ledgers.
T give them credit for every good inten-
tion in that rerard, and helieve the mem-
bers of the Alinistry have the interests
of Western Anstralia at heart.  They
have made mistakes, but few men have nok
done so, and a man perhaps is not worth
hir salt if he does not make misiakes oc-
casionallv. It has often been said that
these debafes nn the Address-in-Reply are
a mere waste of time. At all events the
debates in this House this session are not
a waste of time. Those who repre-
sent  interests  scattered  over  the

for
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length  and  breadth of (his  vast
Btate of ours come lo Perth at this
time of the year, meet together and

have an opportunity to inform one an-
other of the progress of the various in-.
dustries. There are men who are experts
in agriculture, there ave experis in the
pastoral industry, experts in the mining
industry, and they meet and interchange
their knowledge, and sueh must be of very
great benefit {o every member who listens
to the debates.  Af all events I feel that
the time has not heen wasted in the
debate on fhe Address-in-Reply during
this Jast week. T have learnt many things
about agriculture which have been of great
interest and value to me. It is pleasing
to know that the agriealtural industvy
i5 advaneing with sueh leaps and bounds.
We know the industry will not bring im-
migrants: o the State in thousands in a
very short space of time; but we know
it will draw gradually a eclass of imni-
grants badly required here. Again, we
have the pastoral industry, which we are
told is also in a prosperous condition.
There is one industry whieh has not heen
mentioned fo any extent during this de-
bate, but which is of vast importance;
that is the dairving industry. The Gov-
ernment are oftering all kinds of facilities
to people to go on the land, and they are
providing them with scheep for breeding
purposes. But they lose sight of the fact
that although we are exporters of wool,
and exporters of lambs we arve large im-
porters of all the products of the dairy,
We are hmporting butter. bacon. cheese
and eges in huge quantiiies. We have
the mavrket for these produects al our
very doors, and the Government might
well pay a little more attention to that
industry, even if they have to neglect
the importation of sheep to be provided
for the farmers fur breeding sioek.

The Colonial Secretary: We have im-
ported large numbers of dairy cows,

Hon. B. 1. MecKEXZIE: The Govern-
ment might do more than that.

Fhe Colonial Seeretary: They ecannot
give a honus.

Hon. R. D. McKENZIE: They might
have irovelling dairies to g through the
districts.  The farmers should he organ-
ised, and g1 2amerios hould be established
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alony the line of railwavs to supply een-
tral dairies. If the Colonial Secretary
were to apply to the Victorian Govern-
ment for information he would soon be
told what he should do in vrder suceess-
fully to establish the dairying industry
here.

~ The Colonial Secretary : How many
bundreds of thousands of pounds have the
Vietorian Governwent patd away in hon-
uses’?

Hon. R. D. McKENZIE: We might
encourage the farmers in some other way.
We have a markel such as Vietoria had
not when they slarted. Lt will take some
years for us to cvertake the market here.
I hope greater attention will be paid by
the Government to this question, and every
effort made 1o establish firmly the indus-
try in this State. Representing as I do
a Province in which the greatest gold
mines of the world are sifuated, it will be
expected thai I shoull say something on
the question of the mining industry as it
is to-day. The hon, Mr. Kirwan said
yesterday that the developments at Kal-
goorlie at a depth were very saiisfactory.
Mining men of repute have told me there
is no necessity for us Jiving here to-day
to fear for the industry, because it is
likely to be as strong as it is now when
we have passed away. There is no ques-
tion ahout it that the development in and
around Kalgoorlie during the last 12
months has heen exceptionally good. The
lives of the biz mines have been proved
for at all events the next 10 or 20 years.
The resources of some of the mines, taken
at a very conservative estimate, ave such
that they will zo on producing at the
same rale as to-day for the next 20 years.
Also there have been good developments
- on the surface, and it rested with & man
digging a telephone post hole to diseover
on a 12-peve lease in the midst of the
Golden Mile, a very valuable reef, This
mine had been supervised hy one of the
hest mining managers West Australia ever
had. He had been exploiting the lease
for years and spent large sums of money
on it, and yet it was for a man sinking
a telephone post to diseover a rich lead
almost on the surface. That goes to show
the possibilities still in the disiriet T rep-
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resent; it goes o show the truth of what
a man who looms mueh in the mining
world of Western Australia, a man who
resides in London and is at the head of
geveral boards of large companies, said
some little time ago. He said it would
pay the Government to spend £1060,000
in ihoroughly prospecting that helt of
eouniry which extends from Hannan's
Lake to Broad Avrow, a distance of 20
odd miles. When we hear of such dis-
coveries as lhat made at Chaffer’s lease
it makes one think there is a good deal
of common sense in what this genfleman
said.,

The Colonial Secretary: They do not
spend wuch of their own meuey.

Hon. R. D. McKENZIE: T do not say
the Government should spend the sum
mentioned straight away in prospecting
that area; but they should spend a sub-
stantial amount. It has been the habit of
the department fo give a paliry £500 fo
a company for exploiting a lease of per-
haps 24 or 36 acres. That sum Lo a smail
stroggling company is practically useless.
What the Government must do if they
intend that the mining industry should
eontinue to fourish is to put an amount
of money on the Estimates and thoroughly
test bath the north and south end of the
Golden Mile. 1t will pay ihem well to
do it. The Colunial Secretary has inter-
jected that the wining companies already
estahlished will not spend money in pros-
pecting. That is only teo true. It has
been known to residents for many years,
that these large mining companies con-
trolied from London are very selfish in-
stitutions. They have their mines on a
21 years' lease from the Government with
every prospect of renewal, and they only
have to fulfil certain mining econditions
while they get the ground for a nominal
sum. The money they have spent in
machinery and redunetion plants has all
come out of the ground. They have
made huge dividends for their sharehold-
ers and yet not one of these wealthy
companies has prospected either te the
north or to the south of the Golden Mile.
We find that some of the managers are
rushing away to other countries leoking
for propositions there. In the case of the
Chaffer's lease the manager was in the
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porth-west of Australia and in Queens-
land looking for properties in which te
invest money, while at the same time a
telephone post digger was opening up a
rich lead on his practically abandoned
lease. The few words I have said on this
subject will perhaps cause membhers to
think a little, and to determine them, if
they have any influence at all with the
Government, to try and induce them to do
something towards prospecting that splen-
* did auviferous beli we have at Kalgoorlie.
We are too prone to send prospectors to
the out-back country. We send them hun-
dreds of wles from a railway and sub-
seribe money to syndicates to do this, and
when the prospector locates anything the
Government are forced to follow him
theve with an expensive rallway; whereas,
alongside the presenl railways, we have
hundreds of thousands of acres of aurif-
erous counifry nat properly prospeeted.
It is regrettable that there is little or neo
capital made available by the residents
of Western Australia for mining pur-
poses.  Our position is very different
from that of Vietoria, for in that Siate,
in mining centres like Bendigo and Balla-
rat, people are always ready and willing
to help along a mining proposition. It
is not the case here, and T am sorry to say
it is not the ease in Kalgoorlie. If the peo-
ple on the fields will not give the industry
the assistanee it deserves they ecannot
blame the people on the coast for bution-
ing up their pockets. There should be much
more money available locally for ihe grand
industry which has done so mueh for
‘Western Australia; which has brought so
nmuch money here; which has brought
s0 many immigrants to our shores. If
there is a revival of the mining industry
it will continne to bring many thousands
of people here. Years ago many of the
politicians said that people who came
here as the result of the discovery of
wold were birds of passage, who only
desired to stay here for a ‘short while,
make a small eompetency and then return
to the place from whence they came. That
statement has heen proved fallacious, for
we are all here to-day, and some of us
perhaps ave as good citizens as those who
have lived here all their lives, If we
can again attract people here throungh ithe
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medinm of the mining industry history
will repeat itself, and those mining inves-
tors and workers who make money will

eventually gravitate to the land and
become good  agricultural  seftlers.
It was regrvettable to hear from Mr.

Brimage that the same experience does
not apply to the back blocks as applies
to the large centre of Kalgoorlie, There
is no doubt about it, mining there to-day
is in a sad way. There have been no
developmems worth vecounting between
Kalgoorlie and Leonora during the last
two vears, in fact the position has been
quite the other way, and a deplorably
large number of mines have been closing
down. Not bhecause there is no gold
there. It simply wants capital to open
up most of these districts. There is no
doubt, and T have it on the authority of
a mining manager in Kalgoorlie, that
there are hundreds of thousands of tons
of ore in the Kast Coolgardie Goldfields
which wher the conditions of mining be-
come cheaper will be worked at a profit.
Coastal people mnst not run away with
the idea that the goldfields are a thing of
to-day only. They will be here in a hun-
dred years time, The industry is going
te work hand in hand and side by side
with the agricultural and pasloral indus-
tries. Many people of the goldfields
are applying spare capital to the taking
up of land in the southern districts and
in the conrse of the next ten or twenty
years we will have in our rural popu-
lation many men who have spent years
of their lives on the goldfields of Western
Australin. T just wish te eongratulate
the Government on a statement whieh I
saw in a paper the other day and which
was reported fo have been made by the
Premier in another place. He intended,
he said, to establish almost immediately a
department of industries. It has been
wanted Iin Western Australia for some
considerable time. We had bere years
ago several wmanufacturing industries
which T understand bave died a natural
death. [ refer to the bootmaking and
the clothing indnstries. There are many
indusiries which if fostered by the Gov-
ernment to a certain extent would he pro-
fitahle to the State. In addition to hoots
and clothing why not make sur agricol-
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tural implements? In Vietoria yon have
not to travel far before you pass that
great manufaeturing hive of industry
called Sunshine, near Melbourne. See
the enormous number of machines turned
out there every year. Quite a consider-
able number of men come here to West-
arn Australia.  'We are importing our
agrienltural machines from variouns parts
of the world. Why should we not make
them here? If the Government could
start these industries going, even if only
in a small way, they would gradually
grow and be a material aid to the pros-
perity of this State. It is very pleasing
to me to know that the Premier has taken
this matter in hand and thai he intends
in the near future to do something
towards .getting these industries going
once more. There is just one other
question and one which I eannot sit down
without mentioning; that is the Cool-
gardie Water Scheme. I was sorry to
hear Mr. Pairick bring this up in his
speech yesterday, because surely in al
conscience this question has been so tho-
roughly discussed in this House that it
might very well be left alone now. We
decided some years ago in this House
that the Coolgardie Water Scheme shonld
be put on a sound basis and be made z
paving concern. It is a paying conecern.
It has been decided that the sinking fund
should be a national affair and not
chargeable to the finances of the scheme
in any shape or form. Apart from that
the scheme is a commercial success. It
is paying interest and all expenses,
and iz in addition providing a re-
serve fund towards the repairing
or replacing of corroded pipes.
So  other than to once more
advocate that the wishes of Parliament
as embodied in the Bill which provided
for the management of the scheme being
placed under a board, I have very little
more to say upon this question. The
scheme is being managed at the present
time by the secretary. The Minister
for Works is nominally at the head of
it, bnt his time is so mueh taken up
with other duties that he is not, T am
afraid, in a position to give to this
great eommercial undertaking all the at-
tention it deserves. It was clearly the
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intention of Parliament that it shonld
be managed by a board of three; the
Minister to be the chairman, the engin-
eer to be a member of the board, which
wauld be eompleted by the appointment
of ‘a third man. I venture to say that
the scheme would be more economically
wmanaged¢ and run on altogether better
commercial lines it the Government would
appoint the third member of the board
and have three to control the scheme.
¥You have only to gei a man with a
thorengh knowledge of the wants and
requirements of the goldfields, of the
mines, and of the people and the pas-
toral industry on the goldfields; a man
with a knowledge of all these and with
a good commereial training, and T am
sure that not only would the scheme
pay working expenses and interest and
provide a sinking fund for the corroded
pipes, but it wonld probably contribute
something to the Consolidated Revenue.
At all events it would mean redueing
the price of water to those people who
are consuming it. I beg to support the
motion before the House.

Hon. ¥, CONNOR (North): Follow-
ing on my friends 1 think it is due that
1 should give a few of my ideas in
reference to public affairs. I am not
addressing myself to the gallery so
therefore I shall make my remarks very
brief. lndeed I would not have spoken
at all but to draw the attention of Par-
liament to a question of vital import-
ance to the northern part of the Staie
and with that objeet I will read this
felegram  which T received yesierday
from Mr. Whitlock, the Mayvor of Car-
narven-—

“Representative meeting of pastoral-
iats  held  this  afternoon  consider
threntened rabbii invasion. Definite
information veeeived rabbits have heen
seen Fresh Water Camp and Hamelin
Pool. Unless immediate steps taken
for their destruetion pastoral indus-
try is doomed. Meeting realising that
some considerable time must elapse
before the Vermin Bill can beeome
operative and that in meantime and
failing immediate steps being taken
for their destruction rabbits may be-
eome too numerous to suecessfully
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cope with decided io despateh well
equipped party to destroy small col-
onies now existing,. With this end in
view local fund being raised. Meet-
ing requests that you will use your
best endeavours to obtain Government
subsidy of pound for pound on amount
collected locally also that you will en-
deavour have Vermin Bill pushed ex-
peditiously through Parliament.”

Well now that is only a copy of a tele-

gram gen{ to the hon. member for the dis-

triet, ¥Mr. Buteher, and members repre-
senting the northern Provinge. It seems to
me rather a serious position, I had in-
tended seeing the Minister for Agricul-
ture but 1 helieve he has already decided
upon a plan of aetion and has refused
to grant the request for the pound for
pound subsidy, Towever I understand
he has taken some practical steps which
I am sure we appreciate, inasmuch as he
is sending up some trained men, experts
and trappers, and they are going to try
to cope with this rabbit question which
has turned up in or near Carnarvon or,
in other words, in the best pastoral dis-
triet, not only in Western Australia but
probably in all Australasia. It is a
yuestion well worthy the consideration of
the Government and I do hope that all
steps that can possibly be taken will be
taken. The first step I think is the intro-
duection of the Vermin Destruetion Bill

This will in some measure help to con-

tend with this threatened invasion which

will be a great ealamity to the country.

The Colonial Secretary: Notice has al-
ready heen given of that Bill.

Hon. . CONNOR: Yes, I know.

Hon. J. T, Hackett: Are these rabhits
from the East ?

Hon. ¥. CONNOR : I do noi know.
These rabhits they say have heen
there for the last 30 or 40 years,
but if they have heen there all the
time they have now broken bounds and
when they once get past the places
where they have kept to for the last
50 years, a certain evolution sefs in,
and they become almost a different ani-
mal, being far more destruetive than the
ordinary rabbit. It is certainly worth
the Government’s best attention that
everything possible shouid be done to-
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wards the stopping of (his threatened
invasion. A pgreat deal has been said as
to the industries of the Staie, and I
give my most unqualified support fo any
reasonable proposition which mav  he
brought forward by thiz or any sue-
ceeding CGrovernment, and which will have
for its ohject the helping of ihe mining
industry by the assisting of the prospee-
tors. T say that woney spent—although
to some it may seem that it is net justi-
fied—that money spent even in the
gambling spirit, o long as it be spent in
the assistance of legitimate prospecring
is money well spent, and I do hope that
one of the policies of {his Government
will be towards the helping of the man
who is prepared to go out and try fo find
am
sure whatever help is given him will be
repaid tenfold in a very short time. We
are told we are prohably going too far in
the helping of our agricultural industry.
T am opposed to that idea. I think it is
not possible to do too mueh 10wards help-
ing the people on the land. The man who
goes on the land has probably the worst
time of all, because he has to stay theve
without profit longer even than the man
But neither of
these two industries, the agricultural and
the mining, can get too much support,
and although our finances bhe so tight
that it he found necessary to go to the
British investor and ask him for more
money for the development of these two
industries, I say we are doing a good
thing for this eountry even by borrowing
what money may be necessary for the de-
velopment of mining and agriculture. In
reference to the mining industry we
have heard a great deal of the develop-
ment of the north of this country, and
I wonld suggest to (he Government that
after all the talk we have heard as to
the building of a railway from Marble
Bar to the coast, it is up io ihem to see
that this work should be no longer de-
laved. Beecause we know that in this conn-
try at present a certain amount of com-
mercial depression exists and it is a =eri-
ous pogition for the pecple in business in
this conuntry. There should be some means
found of eneouraging more employment,
more ecireulation of money, more com-



Address.in-Reply :

mevee and more trade. And oue of the
wayvs in whieh all this could be done in
the quickest time would be by the build-
ing of this railway from the coast to
Marble Bar. It is an undisputed fact
that in that distriet we bave huge valu-
able mineral deposits; gold, fin, copper,
and various other minerals. Of ecourse
we know and we are very pleased to hear
from reports lately to hand that the
mining indusiry on the goldfields round
ahout Kalgoorlie is on a betier basis than
it has been for some lime and it is now
proved that that will be a success for a
eonstderable time to come.

- Sitting. suspended from 613 te 7.30
Pp.m.

Hon, F. CONNOR: 1 was trying to im-
press on members that all it was possible
to do in conneetion with helping the
prospector and the miner here would not
be too much, no matter how far we went.
If there is one thing which can bring this
State out of—I will not say the depres-
sion—but the setback I will eall it, un-
der whieh we exist, there 15 one thing which
in a very short time can bring the State
out of this position, and that would be
the opening up of new goldfields. or the
development of anv eoldfield which at
present exists, And in that regard I wounld
suggest—I do not think this will neet
with the aproval of some members whe
represent  mining  constituencies— that
there should he a heller tenurve given to
the miner or prospector who finds a new
goldfield. ar develops any new distriet
wherein gold is found. I advocated, 13
vears ago in the Parliament of Western
Australia, but not in this House, that it
wouild be a good thing under eertain eon-
ditions that where a man finds a gold-
field. a restricted area under certain eon-
litions, he having done certain things,
should be given to him as a fee simple.
and belong to him. Also to help the
mining industry I sngeest that free as-
says should be made for any person
bringing in mineral specimens. I believe
that svstem already exists under certain
eonditions. I believe a man can get a
free assav,

Hon. R. D. McKENZIE: XNot at the
School of Mines at Kalgoorlie.
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Hon. F. CONXNOR: I am speaking of
Perth. The eonditions under which a
man can get a free assay are such as al-
most to prohibit the chance of getting it.
Suppose you are a prospector and bring
in a mineral sample von ean have it as-
sayved free by submilting certain furms
to the Mines Departmeni and waiting
for'a long time for them to decide if the
forms are in order. 1t would he in the
interests of the country and the miners
generally if it were possible when any
person brings a sample which looks as
if it contained minerals that it should
he assayecl right away, free,
witlhout red tapeism and  withont
any civeumlocution; the assay should be
free and given at once. Tt may cost a
lot of meney, but it would be money well
spent. We have heard a good deal in
connection with immigration. I think it
is not exaetly the policy of a section—
a very mmportant seetion as votes go—
in another place in this State. T do not
think it i1s the wish of a large propor-
tion of these people that we should go
to extremes to get people to come to this
gountry. T think that until we get a
very large increase of population by way
of immigration that our pesition as a
State in the Federated States of Aus-
tralin will vemain as it is at present. I
hold it is nnt a very satisfactory one,
therefore I think it behoves the Parlia-
ment of the country to make every effort
possible, and every legitimate expense
should be ineurred in trying to setfle
the country, and in obtaining desirable

settlers from the old country and
Europe. Mr. Piesse referred to the fact
that when people setiled oo the land

here and made their financial engage-
ments with the hanksof this country, the
first year after they have settled and be-
fore they have time to develop their land
or zet any return for their work. there is
a call made upon them. I do not know
whether Mr. Piesse referred partienlariy
when he said the banks, to the Govern-
ment banks. that is the Agrieultural
Bank and the Savings Bank, or whether
he referred more particularly to the pri-
vate institutions calling themselves the
private banks in this countrv. Hic idea.
I think is very good, hot what do we
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find if we carry it to its logieal sequence,
which we must do from the remarks he
made, and he intended us to believe
them. We are entrenching on what is at
present one of the bugbears of the coun-
try. We are entrenching on the rights
of private enterprise, and I say what-
ever the duty of the Government banks
may be, it is not the duty of this House,
or of any other place, to interfere with
the operations of the private institu-
tions of the eountry. Thev themselves,
I should say, are the best judges of what
should happen, and if we interefere so
far as {0 say they should, as my friend
indicated, be compelled not to eall up
what is dne to them on account of what
is lent, we are interfering with private
enterprise to such an extent that we shall
interfere with the progress of the coun-
try and the freedom of the people. Pri-
vate enterprise, to my mind, has been
interfere with toe much in this country;
it has heen too mnch hampered. Private
enterprise, or a certain eclass of the
people of the country, have been attack-
vl by the Press, the people, and Parlia-
ment, and I have no hesitation in saying
unjustly so, and uatil that position is al-
fered we are in a bad state. I will not
dilate on that subjeet, although it is one
on which T counld speak feelingly: I will
let it pass with the few remarks T have
made. I was speaking jusi wow about
the extermination of the rabbiis. This
1s a very serious question for this par-
ticular State. If the rabbits get into
the pastoral districts where onr popula-
tion is so small and our setttlement so
scattered, I should say that it will be al-
ranst an impossibility to eradicate them:
and with the eclimate we have and the
rainfall which we have, and all things
amnected “with the country, it would be
a home for the rabbits once they were
established. Our first duty is to try and
stop the rabbits if we can. To-day I re-
~eived from a very eminent gentleman.
Mr. Rodier, some pamphlets showing his
way of dealing with the rabbit pest. His
idea 18 to kill all the females and pre-
serve the males.

Hon, 7. W. Hackett: I you do that
1t will be all right.

[COUNCLL.]
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Hon. F. CONNOR: Where closer settle-

ment exists thai might be possible, but

where we have hunge areas, and have a
fenee hundreds and hundreds of miles
long, it would he impossible. On one
side of the fence we have the man who
wants the rabbits in the country, bacause
he i3 a vabbiter, and becanse he wants
to make a living by the rabmts we shall
find him throwing the rabits over the
fence. I believe that has oceurred. T
think Mr. Rodier’s idea is feasible and
effective where there is eloser settlement
but il is something we can pass as being
impossible in the great districls we have
to deal with.

Fon, J, . Kirwan: Has it ever been
tested ¥ '

Hon, F. CONNOR: I have not known
il to he cffeetive, but if it is effective any-
where it is where there is close settle-
ment. The finances of the country bave
been dJiseussed to a greabt extent bere,
and I was delighted io see new blood
coming in and showing the Government
of the country, as was done by
Myr. TKirwan, how it is possible
that the finances should be regulated.
I think the thanks of hon. members are
due to the hon. Mr. Kirwan for the lueid
and able manner in which he placed the

position before this House. 1 agree with
most of what he said, excepting

where he indicated that it was not be-
cause of our connection with the other
States under Federal control that we
were in the position we are in to-
day. I beg to differ from him there, I
hold that our position, which is no envi-
able one to-day, is due, not so -much to
our internal administration, as to the faet
tbat we have lost eontrol of the prineipal
part of the® purse: that is our revenue
which is represented by ouwr Customs. If
we had continned out of Federation for
another 10 or 15 years and we had some
small protection against the other States
we conld have  developed our ecountry,
carried out our public works policy which
we cannot do at the present time, and
which we wonld like to do, and we would
have been in a much better position than
we are in to-day. I did not intend to say
so -much: but T suppose, now that time
is nnt so valnable T may he exensed for
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golng on a litte further. We have heard
a good deal in connection with the Cool-
wardie Water Scheme. Whether it is
paving or not, the faet remains that it
is there and it has cost over £2,000,000,
and the question at present is whether it
is tu be continued. I would suggest fo
the Government that if they look at it
from an ordinary siandpoint it will not
stay there unless there are some drastic
measures taken towards its upkeep. At
the present time, 20 far as I can undei-
stand, a great number of those pipes
which eonduct the water to the goldfields
are in a very bad state, and as time goes
on, within a few vears we will find
that ecomparatively few pipes will earry
the water 1o the goldfields. T wonld
suggest to the Government that the only
sofution is a duplicalion of that line of
pipes. Then the question comes, how
should we duplicate them? Should we
put in the same class of pipes? That
would, T think, be a bad policy. T would
suggest, and I am giving the opinion now,
not of an expert, but of a practical man
who has some knowledge of this kind of
work, that if a start were made with the
duplication of fthat pipe line it would
be no use putting in the same eclass of
pipes. It would be wiser to put in east-
iron pipes.  And these pipes shonld he
put in, not to last five, or ten or fifieen
years, but fo last practically for all time,
Of course we know that in the present
condition of the finanees it would be
utterly impossible for us to undertake
the duplication of that line under eon-
ditions sneh as exist to-day. But T think
it would be worthy of the consideration
of the Goverament to formulate some
scheme wherehy a certain amount of that
work could be done each vear. This al-
teration applies more partieularly to the
eoldfields: but it also applies to the
“cocky” along the line. To this man we
have said that. as Jong as he can grow
feed for his stoek, we will supply him
with water. What would happen to him
if five or six miles of piping close to
Perth were to break up? His stoek
would undoubtedly die, becanse he would
not be able to supply them with water,
and he would have no immediate outlet
for them. Tt is worthy the consideration

(10)
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of the Government that some scheme
should be brought forward whereby if
anything should happen to tbese pipes,
say close to the City, that there should be
sume means whereby it would be possible
at any rate for some years to come, to
substitute other pipes so as to maintain
a supply. It seems to me thai is a posi-
tion which has not been looked at by the
Government. It is a sericus position,
because afier all, while we appreciate the
wood the goldfields are doing we must
take into consideration also the men who
are settled on the land between the meiro-
polis and the goldfields, and who have heen
induced fo settle there hecause a water
supply was gnaranteed to them by the
Government of this country. Tt behoves
the Government to see that some scheme
is initiated, not in the near future, but
immediately, so that a calamity such as
may happen if the pipes were to break
down, might be prevented. Mr. Kings-
mill brought hefore this House in a for-
cible manner the operation of the Elee-
toral Aet. I can speak feelingly on the
Electoral Aect.

The Colonial Secretary: Not this one.

Hon, F. CONNOR: Not thiz one per-
haps, but still there is room for improve-
ment even in this one. I hold if is not
right that it should be possible for any-
one to record a vote which should net be
recorded. Under the present Aect that
is possible, and that is being done every
day when elections are held. T can quote
an instance myself where in an election
which took place in the north about four
vears ago, the postal votes inclnded the
vote of a certain doetor in this eountry
who had been a resident magistrate in
the district where the votes were recorded.
That gentleman who had administered the
Aet, and who had been a retwmning officer,
had been out of the eountry for 12
months and yet his vote and that of his
wife were recorded. This thing may oceur
at any time. Mr. Kingsmill made “a
proposition which, I believe. is con-
tained in the Federal Act, whereby if,
vou wani to record a postal vote you
must go before someone who is qualified,
and prove your right to vote, then go
hefore someone else who has the right to
receive the vote. T think that should he
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done in our State or the system of postal
voting should be abolished. There is ne
guestion ahout it that the principle is
being abused.
see three or four elections all disputed
on the postal voting question. There must
be some alteration. To-morrow we shall
have the election at Menzies, practically for
the saume .reason. Where therve is a sore like
this it must be dealt with, and T say that
the postal vote is a sore, and it wants to be
altered or eut off altogether. We have
. been told it will be necessary to eurtail
our expenditure, and that with regard
to some of the present public works
which are now before the Parliament of
the country, that we shonld hold our
hand. As for wmyself 1 have always
been a very ardent supporter of Fre-
mantle. 1 have no interests there, but I
have lived there for a long time and I
hold that if we were in the financial posi-
tion which would justify us carrying. it
oul, there is no work I know of at pre-
sent in this State which should receive
more urgent attention than the construc-
tion of the dock. Buot I am also in the
position that T must give my opinion as
to that partieular work, and that is, that
the Government should hold their hand
in  regard to its econstruction and
not say, “We will not build the dock,”
but say, “We will delay it for a time.”
I am sorry to hear some of my goldfields
friends remark “Hear, hear”” There is
another proposition which has been be-
fore the public very largely, and that is
the further supply of potent water' to
the metropolitan area. That will enfail,
if any new scheme is brought about, a
very large expenditure. Although I am
in favour of it, T think that until we are
in a financial position to do so we should
not carry it out. This seheme and the
Fremantle dock T think should be rele-
gated to the near future. TUnder the
present conditions we have not got the
money to spend. We should therefore
do two things. We should borrow on a
favourable market as much money as we
ean get on anything like reasonable con-
ditions, and we also want to try and fos-
ter private enterprise in this country.
The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Connolly): If ihere is no
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other  hon. meinher  whoe  wishes
to speak I should like to make a few
brief remarks. 1 must thank hon. mem-
bera for the very good reception they
have given to the Speeeh. 1 also have
to thank hon. nembers for the kindly
references they have made to the mem-
bers of the Govermmnent, and in some in-
stances to myself; and also for the plea-

sure they - have expressed that the
CGrovernwent  have returned to  power
with a good working majority. It has

been satd by some that the Address-in-
Reply is a waste of time. I think I have
been guilty of expressing the same
opinion more particularly in regard to
another place, but T certainly eannot hold
that opinion in regard to this House on
this oecasion, or in faet on any other
oceasion. As Leader of the House I
wonld hike to econgratulate members on
the character of the debate that fas
taken place. 1t has been very interesting
and of a very edueational character,
and T certainly think it has not heen
time wasted in any sense of the word.
Remacks have been made in regard to the
calling together of Parliament. It has
been satd that Parliament should have
been called together for the (ransaction
of husiness earlier than it was, I

cannot agree with that. Though I
have always held that Parliament
should he called together as early

as possible, this year we were faced
with rather exeeptional ecircumstances.
On aceount of the term of the Legisla-
tive Assembly expiring so late in the year
the elections were held very late in the
vear, but Parliament was called together
as soon after the elections as possible.
Most of the elections were held on the
11th September, but there were some
outside distriets of the State, more par-
ticularly Kimberley, where it was not
possible to have them held so soon. It
wag said by some members that the Kim-
berleyv election was unnecessarily delayed.
That is not correct. Tt was not delayed
a day longer than necessary, Kimber-
ley 15 an enormous streteh of country
where there are no railways or telegraphs,
and the maifer of getfing the hallot
hoxes and the necessary forms to some
of the outlying booths was no =small
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maiter, while sutticient time had to be
allowed to enable postal votes to come in
from the distant parts, which takes a
considerable time becaunse there are no
regular mail services. In an electorate
of that kind there are small groups of
electors where there can be no polling
bouths, therefore a big percentage of the
votes in the Kimberley election had neces-
sarily to be polled by the postal vote sys-
tem. There is one matter in which I am
particularly interested, and that is the
early closing question. It is said thai
the Government have bungled this some-
what, or that T as Minister conirolling
the Aet have bungled it. But such is not
the case. Briefly the position is this,
The Early Closing Act provides that the
time for closing shops chall be left to
the choice of the shopkeeper. TUnder
Seetion 4 of the Aet it is provided that
there shall be a half-boliday on Wed-
nesday or on Saturday and the choice is
left to the shopkeeper. Before the latter
end of last year that was the position of
affairs. In other words the shopkeepers
carried on their business under Section 4
of the Act; some elected to close on
Saturday and some elected to close on
Wednesday. Seetion 5 of the Act pro-
vides that where & majority of shop-
keepers in any given distriet petition the
Government, the Governor-in-Couneil
may proclaim a fixed half-holiday for
that distriet.  Mark, Seection 5 deals
with the distriet; Section 4 deals with
individuale. Towards the latter.end of
1907 a pefition was presented from cer-
tain metropolitan districts. I want hon.
menibers to remember that the metropoli-
tan area iz divided info 17 or 19 statutory
early closing distriets.  These districts
are laid down in the Early Closing Act
and we cannot alter them or make them
all one district without an amendment of
the Aet. In Juiv of 1907 a deputation
waited on the Premier and asked that the
Saturday half-holiday should apply to
the metropolitan avea, thongh it was
from Perth more particularly I think ihe
deputation came. Mr. Langsford has
said that the Premier in reply to that
deputation said that he would not grant
any petition unless it applied to the whole
metropolitan area. Such was not the
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case; and if hon. members will turn up
the West Australian of the 7th June,
1907, they will see that the Premier’s re-
ply was not as the hon. member stated.
Just to put the matter right, because it
has been mentioned frequently that the
Government have said that they wonld
not make any aleration unless it applied
to the whole metropolitan area, 1 will
quote that part of the Premier’s reply to
the deputation. He said:—
“The argument appealed to him as
e had had personal experience in vol-
unieering and rifle shooting as to the
difliculty of gefting a good musier on
any one day, because some attended on
the Wednesday afternoon and some
on the Saturday afternoon. The Saf-
urday half-holiday had worked well in
Hobart, Brisbane, and Adelaide. and
there seemed to be a general desire to
have it here, and he would be glad to
take the necessary steps as soon as the
employers took the steps required by
the Act. The initial steps weve to pro-
vide a memorial in the special terms
provided by the Aet, and when that
was done he would be prepared to deal
with the matter withont delay. He un-
dersteod however that the change was
te apply only to the metropolitan area,
namely the districts from Fremantle
to Midland Junction inclusive.”
There is nothing in that reply of the
Premier’s that would lead one to believe
that the Premier stated that no change
would apply unless it applied to the
metropolitan area. What happened was
this: the papers came to me as Minister
conirolling the Aet, and I found that the
petition covered, and had a majority in,
almaost every distriet in the metropolitan
area. 1 think there were Claremont,
Bayswater, and some places that had not
the necessary majority or had not heen
canvassed. I then snggested that the
petitioners might be written to and that
it might be possible to include the whole
of the distriets in the metropolitan area
in the petition. The petition was not re-
fused; it was merely a suggestion o my
part; and that suggestion was readily
complied with, as apparently evervone was
then in favour of the Saturday half-holi-
day. The necessary majority for these
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districts having bheen obtained, the wish
was acceded to and the proclamation was
issued for the change to come into force
on the 1st January, 1908, That state of
affairs went on for a few meonths, but it
was not very long before the shopkeepers
hecame dissatisfied.- At the time they in-
stituted the Saturday half-holiday appar-
ently evervone was unanimous, but in a
few months the shopkeepers found that
a mistake had been made and they peti-
tioned for a change. The first petition

for a change was sent in  about
May of this year and embraced
certain’  districis in  the metropolitan

area, Fremantle, East Fremantle, North
Fremantle, Subiaco, and Perth. The peii-
tions were closely scruiinised and were
found to fall just a little short of a
majority in each case. There were one or
two short of half the total number of
shopkeepers in  each district. Conse-
quently T advised the petitioners that there
was nothing for it but to refuse the peti-
tiong, because the statutory position is
that no alteration can be made unless there
is a majorty. Once the holiday is fixed
for a distriet, if a majority of the shop-
keepers in that particular distriet do not
sign i, it is necessary to refuse the peii-
tion. However, the Perth shopkeepers
were nol satisfied, and again took round
a petition for their own particular dis-
trict, and though it was said it was
from only one distriet that distriet
contains more than half the total
shops in  the whole metropolitan
area. There were the signatures of 635
shopkeepers of non-seheduled shops out of
a total of 1,206. When that petition
came in it was closely examined, and I
found ihat it eontained a  substantial
majority of shopkeepers in the Perih
distriet. I then obtained the advice of the
Crown Law Department and the Attor-
ney General on the matler, and that ad-
vice was that first of all it was ¢learly the
intention of the Act that the matter should
be left in the hands of the shopkeepers,
That was the course always taken in the
past. The Act clearly lays it down that
{he majority of shopkeepers shall decide
in regard to the district. Therefore it
was clearly the intention of Parliament,
no matter what onr own personal feelings
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way be, whether we favour Saturday of
Wednesday, (o leave it in the hands of
the shopkeepers alone. We were thus
advised by the Crown Law authorities and
by the Aitorney Geneval that there was
really no choice.  Having obtained a
majorvity in the disiriet the shopkeepers
could as a matter of right elaim it, and
would probably sueceed in a petition of
right had the request contained in their
petition  been refused.  Consequently,
being satisfled there was a substantial
majority in Perth, T recommended to the
Government that the Saturday half-holi-
day proclamation be vepealed for the
Perth distriet, and that the change should
come into force from the lst December.
Briefly those are the faets of the case. It
is altogether wrong to argue from the
standpoint that Saturday is beiter than
Wednesday or Wednesday better than
Saturday. My position as Minister is to
acdhuinister the Aets as I find them. 1 am
prepared to say it would have been much
easier, as some suggest, to shirk the respon-
sibility and bring it to Parliament and say,
“Shall we have the Aet amended, or shall
we have the Saturday half-holiday %’ But
the Government did not take Lhat counrse.
We were prepared to take the responsibil-
ity, be it popular or unpopular. The Aet
elearly laid it down that the maiter should
be in the hands of the shopkeepers; and
when we ascertained thal, we were pre-
pared to take the responsibility ordering
that the proelamation should issue and that
the change should take place from the 1lst
December next. That brings us back fo
thix, that the choice is now in the hands of
each shopkeeper Lo close on the Wednes-
day or on the Saturday, which was the
position previously. We certainly propose,
and a Bill las been given notice of in an-
other place, to make some slight amend-
ment in the Aet that will bring it into line
with the Acts in the other States, namely,
to leave it to the ratepavers instead of
the shopkeepers, which I unhesitatingly say
from my experience of the working of the
Act—and [ have had a good deal of ex-
perience of it in the last 12 months—will
be much more satisfactory, becanse the de-
finition of a ghop is extremely wide. It
says, “any place that sells gaods by re-
tail,” and it is very diffieult to say what is
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a shop and what is not a shop. For
instance a man who relails firewood is
just as much a shopkeeper as Foy's
or Brennan’s or some of those other
big firms emploving hundreds of em-
ployees. So it will be mueh more satis-
factory to leave il in the hands of the rate-
payers. No doubr there is something
in the remarks of hon. members when
they give their reasons for wnot being
in favour of the Act at all. TProbably if
there were no Early Closing Act now there
would never be one. At the time it was
enacted the position as far as the shop
assistants were concernéd was very bad
indeed. They had to work long hours, and
the reason the Aei was brought in was o
regulate their hours. Sinee then, however,
we have had introduced a Conciliation and
Avrbitration Aet to fix the hours of em-
plovees, and probably. if there had been
no Early Closing Aet, the employees would
have come under this partienlar measure,
and would have had their hours fixed for

them the same as in other walks of-
life, while the shopowners, if they
liked, could have worked when ihey

pleased, the same as a mine owner, a
buitder, ete. With regard to the Elecioral
Act, there is no doubt that the measure is
a distinet improvement on any previcus
one. Certainly in my recollection there
has never been a time when the rolls were
as clean as they are now. In that respect
they exeel by far any prepared under
previous Aets. I know that some con-
tend there is a fault in one direcijon, and
that iz in connection with the upsetting
of an election, when a number of votes
have been polled by people who should
nut have been enrelled as electors. Some
argue that if a man’s name is on the roll
his vote should not be challenged subse-
quently. I am not prepared altogether
to agree with that, for a serutiny and

zreal care eannot be exercised in
every case hefore the name appears
on the roll, and it is only right

that every vote should he subject {o
review by the Court of Disputed
Returns, such as it is fo-day. There
wouh, -ertainly not be a pure roll if elec-
tors knew they could get on the roll any-
how. There must be plenty of avenues
placed at the disposal of people to enable
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them tu get on the roll, for it is so diffi-
enlr to get many to register their votes,
and if there were no review subsequently
there would be many peeuliar instances
of wrongful admission of votes. I
agree that it would be very improper for
the Court to have the right to trace a
hallot paper. be il a postal vote or other-
wise, and to find out how the elestor had
voted. As to the postal votes, probably
there is a good deal in what members
have said, and it is qnestionable whether,
at any rate in lhe Assembly electorates,
postal votes should not be abolished. I
aw not prepared to agree with that, but
I thing that greater restrictions, with re-
gard to the Assembly votes, might be
placed on the postal voters. There has
been eriticism with regard to the finances
of the State. T do not think that eriticism
lias been in any way unfair, for in faet
it has been quite friendly, and neither
the Government nor I objeet to eriticism
at any time. We axe all here for the one
pwrpose of doing the best we can for the
country. At the same time I think I
can, without muech trouble, put up a de-
fence on behalf of the Government to the
criticisms offered in the present instance.
The Government have not been lax in
studying economy in every department.
I know some members have said that cer-
tain departments are costing too much
and compare the cost with similar de-
partments in the Commonwealth and in
the other States. Probably I took a
similar view when a private member,
when I was satisfied to ecompare one re-
turn with another, thinking that there-
from I could obtain full information;
but I have learned since being in office
that these refurns are not all compiled
on the same basiz and therefore it often
happens that one argues from wrong
premises altogether.
Hon. J. W. Kirwan:

woad of the retwims then?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
am referring to the comparisons made
between this State and another. Mr.
Kirwan mentioned that we had rveceived
only £27,000 less from the Common-
wealth last vear than we had the vear he-
fore. He should remember that £27,000
in hard times 1s a good deal of money,

What are the
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and that it is £10,000 more than we re-
ceived from the land and ineome {ax
during the last financial year,

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: That is a very
small portion of a sum of between
£700,000 and £500,000.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That
is so, but the hon, member should re-
member this, that last year we balanced
the ledger to within a couple of thousand
pounds. That .is hetter than has been
done for many years past. There had
been very big deficits previously to that
vear, We would have had a small sur-
plus had we not lost this sam of £27,060
through the treatment we received from
the Federal Govermment at the last
moment. Some wmembers say that no
economies bave been effected, and Mr.
Kirwan particularly menfioned the Lands
Department. His choice is not altogether
a happy one, for that department shows
that econsiderable economies were effected.
Take the report of the Under-Seeretary
for Lands, which I laid on the Table the
day before yesterday, and it will be
found there that in the Lands Department
very great economies were effected. Ac-
according to that report in the year 1904
the revenue of the department was
£183,000, and the expenditure £133,000,
leaving a surplas of £45000. The pro-
portion of expenditure to revenue was
75 per cent., which really meant the cost
of administering the department ascom-
pared with the total receipls. What did
we find last year ¢ The revenue had
gone up fo £262,000 and the expendi-
ture had dropped to £110,000. This
large decrease of £28,000 in the expendi-
ture was effected notwithstanding the
fact that the revenue had gone up to so
great an extent. In a department like
the Lands increased business cannot be
done without increased expenditure.
That is to say that when a great deal of
land is taken up there have to be more
officers, more surveys, more land guides,
etcetera.  The present cost, however,
notwithstanding the increase in work and
the eost of doing that work, was reduced
by £25,000.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: In the first four
months of this financial year there was

[COUNCIL.]

Fourth day.

an inerease of £6,000 in the revenue and
an inerease of £4,000 in the expendiiure.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY :
There are special cirenmstances with re-
gard to a department like the Lands, for
the rents only eome in twice a year, and
alimost the entire revenue is received in
two instalments. I am not certain which
are the months.’

Hon. R F. Shell;
March.

Hon, J. W. Kirwan: This does not ex-
plain the increased expendituve.

The COLONIAL  SECRETARY :
The revenue for the four months would
be small, In the department there are
always certain months in which the ex-
penditure is particularly heavy, and in
certain months there is practically no
revenue: consequently it is not righ: to
take the ligures for four months aad
make the comparisons from them. The
report of the Under Seeretary for Lands
clearly indicates that wmany economies
have heen effected. If it were necessary to
do so it would be possible to run the de-
partment at less cost, and for a time to
wet an joereased revenne, bui that would
be a very short-sighted policy. The in-
creased revenue would be obtained only
for a limited time as land settlement
would stop. It would be very foolish
to do that, as every additional settler
means a greatly increased revenue in
years to come. In other departments
there have also been great economies, and
T will refer as an instanee to the Police
Department. I have eome in for a good
deal of blame for spending a somewhat
large sum of money in certain directions.
T am, however, in the unfortunate position
of heing in charge of a department the
expenditure of which in certain instances
I am unable to eontrol. The worse the
times are the larger the expenditure
necessary in certain direetions, such as
charity. Mr. Randell will agree with me
when I state that in bad times the ex-
penditure on charities is always much
larger than in good times. When people
are not deing well they come on the coun-
try to a preater extent for funds for
charities. One ean keep a close eye on
this depariment, but it is impossible to
reduce expenditure. People must have

September and
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hospitals and charity, and while one can
keep an eye on the disbursements it is
practically impossible to control themr
As to the Police Department, the cost
last vear was £4,000 less than in the pre-
vious seven or eight years, notwithstand-
ing the fael that the number of men in
the force was no less.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan : What T said was
that in all the departments pui together,
exept the Railway Depavimment, theve was
an inerease of expenditure during the
past 12 months as compared with the pre-
vious vear. That is taking the sum fotal
of all the departments except the Railway
Department. '

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : It
must not be forgotten that with increased
population and revenue there must neces-
sartly be, to a certain exient, increased
expenditure. Even with the reduection in
expenditure in the Police Department, the
earnings of the depariment were £3,000
greater than in the previous year. That
veally means that there has been an im-
provement in the finances of the depart-
ment to the extent of nearly £7,000 as
compared with the previous vear.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan : There was a sub-
stantial reduction in the sum total of the
revenne.

Hou. R. D. McKenzie : Where does the
revenne of the Police Department come
from ?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY :
From people who hire policemen, from
gold escorts, from the stealing of gold,
eicefera.

Hon. . Randell :  If there happens
to be a fall in the revenue it is not seen
at onee.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: No.
As the hon. member has correcily ob-
served, when there is a fall in revenue
we cannot indicate it at once. It takes
some little time for these economies fo
he seen, but L venture to say that at the
end of the year they will be clearly dis-
cernable. Tt is quite impossible to see
them straight away. T have before me
a repart of the TInspector General of
Insane. Unfortunately in that de-
pariment the expenditure has inereased
verv much. We have no control
over it If the people require
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a hospiral for the insane we must pro-
vide it. Still the administration is satis-
factory.,  The average cost has come
down year by vear. It has been re-
duced from 15s. 3d. to 12s. 3d. Al you
can do in these departments is fo watch
the administration and see thal they are
economieally administered with jusiice
to the people who have to use them.
There is another depariment which M.
Kirwan has mentioned and a depart-
ment which he certainly knows a great
deal about: that is the Printing Depart-
ment. In picking up these returns you
are nol always séised of the facts, he-
cause in the Government it is not like
in a private business. You do nof pnt
the money into the bank and take it
out again. No matter what sum goes in
it does not affeet the paving out. That
is the case with the Government Print-
ing Office. There have been some sub-
stantial reductions made in the printing
office during the last three or four vears.
In the vear 19045 the expenditure
amounted to £36,362, whereas last vear
it was only £28683. There is a redue-
tion of nearly £8,000 per annum, During
last year also there was included in that
expenditure of £28,000 a sum of £4570,
representing work done for the Common-

wealth ontside the State altogether.

Hon. G. Randell : Did you get paid for
it ?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Yes.

Hon. G. Randell : Then the Common-
wealth is honest sometimes.

The COLONIAL SECERETARY: But
that does not affect the expenditure item.
Besides that £4,570 we paid £717 for
light and power which was not previously
paid for out of the votes, and the printer
also expended £1,200 out of vevenue for
maehinery. At the same time it must be
remiembered that we did 50 per eentf. more
work. So when you look at all these
circumstances it will be seen that there
is a very substantial reduction in respect
to the Printing Office, and I ean assure
hon, members that that is going to con-
tinue. Further economy is to be made,.
and there is not the leasi doubt that
there is still scope for it. In regard io
the elosing of hospitals, T am quite alive
to the necessity of doing all we possibly
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can to supply the people of ihe State
with hospitals, and T do not think it can
be said of the Government that they
have been wanting in their duty in this
respect. I say there bas been more done
for the people of this State in the way
of providing hospitals than has been the
case in any other State. But at the time
the hon. member oecupied the position
there was no help for it. People came
Liere in such numbers that the Govern-
ment had to take the matter up for
themselves and establish hospitals. But
now the position is somewhat altered. I
am trying to puot the hospitals on-a
different basis. The country hospilals
are costing the Government too much
altogether. They are receiving a sub-
sidy, and the Government up to the pre-
sent time has had little or no econtrol
over them. If the people wish to main-
tain  hospitals at every centre nine,
ten or twelve miles apart, they will have
to maintain them fore at their own ex-
pense than in the past.

Hon. R. F. Sholl: In the North they
are sometimes hundreds of miles apart.

The COLONTIAL SECRETARY : They
are nat so badly off in the Narth, either.
In the other States you do nof see so
many hospitals close together. I am
desirous fhat these hospitals on the gold-
fields should not be closed. But, take
Maleolm, where the patients cost over
£2 n day, as against 8s. in Kalgoorlie.
Now the (iovernment are not justified
in allowing that to eonlinne. Still the
Government know full well how hazard-
ous is the mining industry, and conse-
quently they are loth to diminish the
hospital accommodation, where it can be
shown fo be at all necessary. I am
increasing the salary of the doctor and
giving a lump sum to ensure the main-
tenanee of a nurse, which will be suffi-
cient to keep that hospital open. Tt will
be open then for casnalty ecases and there
will be a doctor in the district for mater-
nity ecases or casualties; and if they
want more than that we are justified
in asking them to conmtribute a little
themselves. The Government must do
something fo prevent this expense going
np by leaps and bounds as it has been
doing. The vote is over £80,000 now and
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will probably be £90,000 on the new Bsii-
mates, and I think we are not unreason-
able in acting in the way we are doing,
T am quite alive to the necessity of giving
people proper hospital accommodation
and proper melical attendance, bui peo-
ple who ean afford to pay will in the
future have to pay.

Hon. R. F. Skoll : You do not keep
nurses in the hospitals north of Geraldton.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : There
is one in Broome. In regard to another
matter, the elosing of the Old Men's
Home in Geraldton, I was accused of
showing a want of feeling in that re-
speet. That T deny. The position
briefly was this. We have in the Stafe
an 0ld Men’s Home at Claremont, which
is a new institution built expressly for
the purpose. We have in Fremantle a
similar institution. Years ago theve was
a big hospital, too big in fact, built in
Geraldfon becaunse it was thought that
all the Murchison patients would come
down there. It was not utilised. The
0ld Men’s Depot here was an old,
patehed-up building, and we thought we
would utilise the building nup there as an

old men’s depot. Later on we built
an up-to-date establishment at Clave-
mont. The position was this. At

Geraldton the inmates were costing ahont
20 per cenf. more than at Fremantle. At
Geraldton they cost £2B a year, at Fre-
mantle £18, and at Claremont £22. Tn
regard to the Clarement figure it muost
be remembered that the relatively high
eost was owing o the fact that all the sick
men were there and were practically in
hospital all ihe time, attended to by
two or three nurses and a couple of
wardsmen. However we had room for
them in Claremonl uand the move showed
a clear saving of about £500 per year.
The «question was whether we should
continue to ineur that expense or
remove those men to  Claremont.
Clearly it meant very considerable
saving. The point the hon. Mr.
Kingsmill mentioned was that these men
all bhelonged to the distriet and would
not be happy anywhere else. 1 have
made inquiries into that and T have
found that ver- few of them helong to
the distriet, and that all are well enntent
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where they are. The  iusticerion al
Geraldton was not a suifable place fov
them. Ti was right in the town and we
would have had to spend a considerable
amount of woney in feneing the grounds
and in otherwise improving the place.
Then again the econduet of the men up
there was not altogether satizfactory.
They would wander down into the town
and zei drink. So nslea” of increasing
the capital expenditure and the annual
expenditure we decided ro shift (hem
down o Clareiont.

MHon, R, F. Sholt : T do not suppuse
they wonld go bhack io Gecaldion of their
own choice.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No,
I do not think they would. Some eriti-
cism has been made on aceount of the
Governmenl reducing their public works
vote.  One hon, member said he was
rather pleased (0 see (hai ihe puble
works expenditure liad been reduced.
But then he became quite distressed on
finding that an amoutit kad been taken
out of the loan voie and spent on public
buildings. I adwit it is not desirable to
spend loan money on public buildings if
you ean possibly aveid it, but the posi-
tion was that we had some £153,600 less
works revenue than in former years
which we ecould epend on buildings.
Such a huilding as the Claremont Hospi-
tal for the insane was urgently required,
so we deeided that those buildings
should be proceeded with out of lean
moneys. If vou look at it from a busi-
ness point of view it was a good propo-
sition. It was something similar to the
Old Men's Jlome at Geraldron. By eon-
stenering that building for the specific
purpose of a hospital for the insane we
were enabled to reduce the working rost
by £4.000 per annun.

Hon. G. Randell: Have all the patients
heen removed from Fremantle?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : There
are about 100 siill left. They will be re-
moved when the next ward is finished.
The £4,000 represents a good part of the
interest on the loan money speni on the
building, and it must be remembered
that if we build a subsiantial strueiure
likely to last a hundred vears there is
some justification for spending loan
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muney upoun it, because on each loan we
provide a sinking fund that will wipe
off the loan entirely in less than bHfty
vears, by which time the building will
be as goed as it is to-day. It is not the
same as spending loan money ot build-
ings that will wear out in a few years,
and we confine the expenditure of loan
money to baoildings of a substantial
nature. Of course, I agree that it
would be better not to spend loan money
on erecting buildings. and I hope that it
will be possible to stop the expendituve
and that we will not have to do it in
the future; but we have not gone in for
expenditore of this description to the
same extent as they have in other Siates.
In Tasmania 9 per eent. of the loan in-
debtedness 15 on unproductive works of
this nature; in New South Wales the
percentage is 516, in Queensland 4, iu
Vietoria 3V, and in South Australia 3
per eent., whereas in Western Australia
it is just a trifie over 1 per cent.

Hon. G. Randell: Because we have al-
ways opposed it.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: And
rightly so:  but lere it is a case of
necessity, though T trust there will be
no need to go on with it any longer.

fon, B, £, Sholl: They have no sink-
ing fund tn the other States, and (he
sooner that is done away with here the
hetter.

Hon. G. Randell: The financial position
is not =0 acute as it was in 1897 and
1898,

The COLONTIAL SECRETARY : No,
and the State soon recovered then. There
was certain critieism by Mr. Moss on the
Conciliatiovn and  Arbitration Act. I
agree with Mr. Pennefather, and disagree
with Mr. Moss in regard to that Act.
Although the Aet has not worked ount ex-
aetly as was intended. and though it has
noi heen as suecessful as we hoped, still
T do not see any justification for repeal-
ing it,

IHon. .
righi.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : Yes,
and T am satisfied that though it may be
broken in eertain instances it has done
a great amount of good, and we must re-
memher that there is alwaye in existence

Randell :  The principle is
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the machinery rveady for any parties io
have their cases heard. Unquestionably
in most cases of arbitration the award is
not satisfactory to all parcties, but if the
parties cannot accept the award it is ne
justification for repealing the Aet. I
have a elear recollection of introducing an
amendment to that Act, and I was eriti-
cised because it was said to be extremely
harsh on the unions. 1 would like the
erities of my measure to see the measure
passed by the New South Wales Parlia-
ment, and {hat now before the Parlia-
ment of the democratic country of New
Zealand, if it has not already passed
there, My crities should see the penal-
ties and restrictions against strikes in
those Acts. In c¢omparison our measure
was very mild. After all it is the only
way to do it. There should be a suffi-
cient penalty that can he enforced on
both sides. At any rate, the Aet was
passed for the workers, and they should
be the first to abide by it.  Mention has
been made of the oborigines, and this
country has suffered a great deal of
eriticism becanse of onr treatment of the
aborigines. In a good many eases the
criticism has not heen deserved, because
the natives here have heen much better
treated, notwithstanding all that has been
gaid, than they have been treated in any
of the other Australian States; they are
well cared for and the expenditure on the
aborigines is increasing vear by year,
We have established lock hospitals on
Bernier and Dorre Islands, eff Carnar-
von. On the former island, we have 100
fenrales, who arrived there the other day,
and the other island will be prepared
for the reception of about 250 males, to
be placed there during the next six
months. T know that it is not a nice
gubject to talk about, or to think about,
but still the position of these unfortun-
ale natives was such that expenditure
was necessary, though it is going to be
air expensive mafter, £2,000 for the
maintenance of each of these hospitals.
I trust that by the treatment they re-
ceived these unfortunates will be entirely
cured and that they will not fall vietims
again.

Hon. R. W. Pennefather : What will
vou do with them when they are cured?
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY : It
is estimated that it will take two years
before they are finally cured, and in the
meantime we will take that matter into
consileration.

Hon. R. F. Shell © You will probably
gend them hack to be again contamin-
ated.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY :
Some people think that we have not heen
ag vigorous in our immigration policy
a8 we should have been, but T would re-
mind members that we must be careful
as to the elass of people we introduce.
There is no room for the artisan, the
miner, or the ordinary workman ; there
is no wanufacturing going on and the
mining indusiry has quite enough men
to supply its wants. So we are compelled
to fall back on introducing farmers or
farm labourers. Last year we brought
out from Great Britain 1,200, and from
ihe Kastern States and Chrough the Ael-
bourne ageney we hrought over 230, ir-
respective of the wives and families
of these 250 men. Without fear of eon-
tradietion, I say we are establishing far
and away a better class of immigrants
than some of the other States, because
we are careful as to whom we bring out.
The men are carefully selected at Home.
We are assisting bone fide farin labourers.
It is said that there are some farm
lahourers unemployed in the State, hut
that is probably because they are not
what the farmers consider suitable,
hecause directly a bong fide farm labour-
er comes here lie soon secures work. The
same remarks apply lo domestic servants.
We wre getting out a class of farmers
with small capital who are settling on the
land, When ihese immigrants arrive
they are well treated. If they are as-
sisted immigrants they are taken to a
home and kept there for a week until
they have time to get employment or to
look round and take up land. I do not
know that there is muck more for me to
say, exeept to remark, as Mr. Randell
mentioned a little while ago, that though
the finances of the Staie are not as rosy
as we would like, at the same time they
are not as bad as they looked in 1887
and 1898, and that the deficit is not what
it was in that vear. T do not say there is



Address-in-Reply.

po justification for not exercising the
strictest economy : it ix being exereised;
but 1 =ay that the resources of the coun-
try are as good to-day, in faet better
than thev were 10 vears ago.

Hon, J. Kirwan: Bur at that time
we were not faee to face with the Brad-
don Clanse difficulty. :

Hon, ;. Randell : At that time 13,000
or 14000 people left the State.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY :
Never mind about Federation : we have
millions of acres of agrieuttoral land.
maore than we dreamt of in those days.

Heon. R. F. Shell : And you are huy-
ing maore,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY
Yes ; and cutting them up into small
holdings. The mines are in an infipitely
better position to-dav than they were
in those days, We unsed to say on the
goldfields, © These are bheautiful mines;"”
but we had no right to say that, because
the mines then were not proved. Sinee
those days our agricultural country has
improved, and the mines have been
proved to a great depth, and are Just as
likely to last our life time, if not longer.
It is satisfactory to see the develop-
ment of our mines, and although it has
only taken place in a few deep mines,
that is because there are only a few deep
mines in the State. But it proves that
the lodes go down, and it they go down
in one place there is no reason why they
should not zo down all over the place.
Mr. McKenzie mentioned that on the
iolden Mile rich gold had been found
where thousands of men had walked
every day. That may mean another
mine. which is =omething, or it may mean
more. but it proves the vast possibilities
of the ecountry, If that gold counld lie
in sneb a spot undiscovered all this time,
what a number of mines may be found
in that vast area known to be aurifer-
ous almest without break from Norse-
mau tv Peak Hill?7 When we think of the
resources ot the State I do not think we
have anything to fear. It must also be
remembered that the agricultnral rail-
ways we construet are responsible for
expenditure of interest and sinking fund,
but we will not zet the benefit of re-
venue from those lines until the land is
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in & producing state and the people are
living along the linee.  Then, nnt only
will the lines be paying, but we will be
deriving other revenue from those pro-
ducery.  That will undoubtedly come to
pass. Therefore, looking at things from
all points of view. [ think we have noth-
ing to fear in this State, but that every-
thing is satisfactory.

Question put and passed ; the Address
adopted and ordeved fo be presented to
fhe (tovernor.

House adjourned at 8.57 pm.
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Thursduy, 19th November, 1508,

Pacx

Kurrawung wood strike, termination .. 478
Papern presented .. .. 274
Questicna: Furniture tmde Asintic labour 1) )
Railway workahops, steel furnaces ... 274
State batierics, test of parts ... ... 274
Agricultural railways, results .. .. 273
Menzies election, railway olficerﬂ ualstms 274
Tender Board inquiry . IS
Railway Corridor Cars ... . .5
Law Reports, bindiog .../ 75
Address-in-Reply, sinth day, conclusion . .. 25

The SPEAKER took the Chair at
4.30 o'elock, pan., and read prayers.

KURHAWANG WO0OD STRIKE,
TERMINATION,

The TREASTRER (Hon. Frank Wil-
sont: T would like to inform the House
that T have received a telegram frow Mr.
Brophy, Sub-Inspector of Police, which
reads. “The Premier desires me to inform
vou that the Kurrawanz wond strike is
now practically ended.  Truek loading
and cutting and carting are in  full
swing."



